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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
(To accompany H. R. 3124] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 3124) for the relief of Mehmet Salih Topcuoglu, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Mehmet Salih Topcuoglu. The bill provides 
for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the re- 
quired visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 28-year-old native and citizen of 
Turkey who lost a leg while serving in the Turkish Navy. He came 
to the United States as a visitor in 1950 to obtain an artificial leg and 
while here became interested in the art of limb making. He is em- 
ployed by the Bryant & Campbell Artificial Limb Co., “of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and the firm states that he is a very valuable member of this 
firm and that his knowledge and skill in this particular field are needed 
because of the shortage of such labor and the increasingly large num- 
bers of amputees. 

A letter dated August 10, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 
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Avuaust 10, 1951. 
Hon. Emanvet Ceuer, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 3124) for the relief of Mehmet 
Salih Topcuoglu, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Mehmet Salih Topcuoglu shall be considered to 
have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of 
the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. 
It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer 
deduct one number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Sérvice of this Department 
disclose that the alien was born in Istanbul, Turkey, in 1924 and is a citizen of 
that country. Heentered the United States at the port of New York on June 2, 
1950, when he was admitted as a visitor under section 3 (2) of the Immigration 
Act of 1924, for a period of 6 months for the purpose of being fitted with an arti- 
ficial leg. His application for an extension of his temporary stay was denied on 
April 26, 1951. Proceedings to enforce his departure from this country, however, 
were ordered held in abeyance pending consideration of this bill. 

According to the alien, he was accidentally shot in the leg while a member of 
the Turkish Navy and while on maneuvers in the Dardanelles. This accident 
resulted in the amputation of his right leg above the knee. It appears that since 
his arrival in this country he has spent most of his time in Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he was fitted for an artificial leg. He is not married and his parents: reside in 
Turkey. He has been supported while in the United States with funds which he 
brought with him. 

The quota of Turkey, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed for 
many years, and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. The record fails, 
however, to present considerations which would justify the enactment of special 
legislation granting him a preference over other nationals of Turkey who desire 
to enter the United States for permanent residence, but who are unable to do so 
because of the oversubscription of the quota to which they are chargeable. To 
enact this bill might encourage others to seek admission as visitors and thereafter 
endeavor to have their status adjusted to that of permanent residence. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Representative Frances Bolton, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and made the following statement: 


Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, I. come before you today to discuss 
the case of Mehmet 8. Topcuoglu, the subject of H. R. 3124. 

Mr. Topcuoglu lost his right leg when a gun accidentally discharged while he 
was a member of the Turkish Navy on maneuvers in the Dardanelles. Getting 
around on crutches, he started his own small machine shop in Istanbul and saved 
$4,500 to make a trip to the United States for the purpose of purchasing and 
learning to use an artificial leg. 

Arriving in this country on June 2, 1950, under a medical permit, he immediately 
went to Cleveland, Ohio. In Cleveland he went to the firm of Bryant & Campbell 
to purchase and learn to use an artificial leg. While waiting for his leg to be fitted, 
he became interested in the art of limb making; and Mr. Campbell, the owner of 
the firm, liked him so much that he invited him to come into the firm to receive 
instructions in this occupation. His natural ability and aptitude in this field has 
been such that Mr. Campbell will guarantee him full employment if he can be 
permitted to remain here and become a citizen. I would like to present Mr. 
Campbell’s letter as evidence of the fact that he will guarantee full employment 
for Mr. Topcuoglu. 

Gentlemen, the making of artificial appliances is a difficult and time-consuming 
field and one in which it is becoming more and more difficult to obtain skilled 
workmen. I have looked into the matter of the shortage of workers in this 
particular occupation and am advised by the Bureau of Employment Security, 
Department of Labor, that a review made of critical occupations in January of 
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this year 1-veals that 40 of the 300 firms in the country making these appliances 
are so short on help that deliveries have been delayed to hospitals. Most of the 
firms engaged in this business are small owner-operated shops, such as Bryant & 
Campbell, and the loss of one man vitally affects production. The number of 
trainees going into this field is very limited because the pay scale is very low, in 
spite of the requirement for real skill. 

All of the employees at Bryant & Campbell are amputees. Mr. Topcuoglu 
is a very valuable man to this firm, and his knowledge and skill in this particular 
field is greatly needed due to the large number of amputees as a result of the 
Korean conflict. Mr. Chairman, it is my earnest hope that this distinguished 
committee will take this matter into consideration and report this bill favorably. 


Mrs. Bolton also submitted the following additional information in 
connection with the case: 

Bryant & CAMPBELL Co., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Mr. Mehmet Salih Topcuoglu has proven himself to be an industrious and 
capable gentleman. If he may be permitted to stay in this country and become a 
citizen, 1, as owner of the Bryant & Campbell Artificial Limb Co., will guarantee 
him employment within the organization, 

JAMES S. CAMPBELL. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 3124) should be enacted. 


O 





